The International Shipping Fleet—The Price of Globalization

WHO OWNS THE SHIPS?

Top six owners by nationality
Total carrying capacity (deadweight tonnage, dwt)
of the ships in metric tons.

119,181
GERMANY 15C8,884 229,980
HINA APAN
293,087 !
GREECE 87,375
HONG KONG
95,312
SINGAPORE
WHERE ARE THE SHIPS BUILT?
Top five shipbuilding countries
Total volume of ships
in thousands of gross tonnage
21,971
SOUTH KOREA
23,140
CHINA 13,375
JAPAN
1,865
PHILIPPINES
3,787
REST OF THE WORLD

WHERE ARE THE SHIPS REGISTERED?

Top six flags of registration

Total carrying capacity (deadweight tonnage, dwt)

of the ships in metric tons

94,992
MALTA
206,351
3%:%,}%4?8 LIBERIA

WHERE ARE THE SHIPS BROKEN?

OCEAN ATLAS 2017 / UNCTAD

161,797
HONG KONG

127,193
SINGAPORE

Top seven shipbreaking countries

Total volume of ships
in thousands of gross tonnage

8
TURKEY %
1,044

OTHER OR
UNKNOWN

PAKISTAN 3,970

200,069
MARSHALL
ISLANDS

CHINA

,940
INDIA/7 419

BANGLADESH

671
UNKNOWN IN
SOUTH ASIA

Shipping is one of the most international industries. The large shipyards where ships are built are concentrated in a few economically
powerful countries. The ships are broken in developing countries with low wages and lax environmental protections.
The work is dangerous and damaging. Most ships are owned by entities in industrialized European and Asian countries—primarily
Greece—yet registered in countries offering cheap flags of convenience. While the shipping companies benefit from tax advantages,

the crewmembers suffer from poor wages and working conditions.





